
Russia's
Gold Brick

The Great White Czar Has
1,741 Cubic Feet

to Burn,

How He Has Drained the
Treasure of the World

for Years.

Now Holds $630,000,000 in Yellow
Metal, Hence Can Offer

Us a Loan.

IT HAS INJURED COMMERCE.

The Incalculable Hoards of Indian Princes
Would Enrich the World if Released

into General Circulation, but
It's Not Likely.

Washington, Jan. 4..How did Russia
amass the immense store of sold which
she has offered to Uncle Sam?
The answer is simple. She has been

for ever so long a hoarder of the yellow
metal, withdrawing from circulation not
o"'* the product of her own mines, but
aiso the foreign coin and gold bars im¬
ported into the country. Hardly any go'd
leaves Russia, while she receives annually
from outside $60,000,000 to $90,000,000
worth of It. Thus she has got together a

gigantic heap of specie by draining the
channels of the monetary circulation of the
world. The treasury of the Czar now con¬

tains about $630,000,000 in gold.
It is not known why Russia has adopted

this policy of hoarding. Perhaps it may
have been for the purpose of improving
her credit and financial standing among
the powers. If so, the plan has been suc¬

cessful. It has been contended by other
authorities that the gold is a war fund. In
any case the offer of the bulk of this
treasure to the United States is the most
generous action ever done by one country
to another.
The hoarding of gold, which signifies its

withdrawal from circulation, hinders the
flow of the world's commerce and is an in¬
jury to the latter. It would be an im¬
mense benefit to all mankind If the stores
of the yellow metal now held by Indi¬
viduals in India could be made available
for general use. Ever since the dawn of
history that country has been gathering
gold and hiding it away. Pliny, who died
In 79 A. D., complained that India drew
from the great Roman empire not less than
$2,700,000 in gold and silver yearly. A
frenchman named Bernier in 1699, writing
a report to his Government from Delhi,
said that "the gold and silver of the world,
after circulating for some time, finally
flow to India, as Into an abyss from which
there is no return." It was estimated by
Dr. Soetbeer that during the half century
previous to 1885 India hoarded $1,500,000,-
000 of silver and gold.nearly one-third of
the total amount of coinage in circulation
In the world.
Treasures of almost Incalculable vaJie

are possessed by many Indian prln es.

Recently the Maharajah of Burdwan died,
and the stock of gold and silver l«ft by
him was so large that no membw of the
family could make an accurate estimate
of It. A report made to the British Gov-

b* n "ecret stated that on
i? potentate .vere

.» -jmber oi measure houses, one of thom
containing thre^ rooms. The largest 0f
these three rooms was forty-eight f*?et
long and was filled with ornaments 0f
gold and silver, plates and cups, washW
bowls, jugs, etc..all of precious me;ais°
The other two rooms were full of bag? and
boxes of gold mohurs and silver rapees
The doors of this and other trea3ure
houses had been bricked up for nobody
knows how long. According to a custom
of the Burdwan Raj family, all these valu¬
ables were In the custody of tij© Mahara¬
jah's wife, the vaults being Attached to
her apartments, but none of ciiem wa8 aj.
lowed to be opened save Ju the nre«f»n'f»
of the master. One vau'J filled with
ornaments belonging ^ different gods of
the family.
The natives o/ India commonly bury

and precious stones. The temples con
tain vast amounts of the yellow and
white metals.
The habit of hoarding seems to have

been induced by ages of misgovernment,
during which oppression and violence have
been rife. No feeling of safety existing, it
was natural that the natives should adopt
the practice of reducing their wealth to a
concentrated shape and hiding it. Thus, in
case of emergency, the family savings in
hard cash were always within easy reach,
and robbers or other enemies were not like¬
ly to get hold of them. Meanwhile, cen¬
tury after century the exports of India
have greatly exceeded the imports of that
country, and, consequently, an uninterrupt¬
ed stream of gold and silver has flowed
thither. During the thirty-three years end¬
ed in 1802 India imported and kept about
$625,000,000 in gold. The country is Indeed
a bottomless well, into which a stream of
treasure perpetually flows, draining all' the
rest of the world.

It is said that there is a huge amount of
hoarded gold at Peking. The Chinese offi¬
cials commonly make large fortunes out of
their places, corruption in that country be¬
ing the almost universal rule. They are
afraid to put their money into banks, be¬
cause their superiors would discover its ex¬

istence and confiscate the whole of it. So
they buy gold bars and secrete them. Con¬
sequently. gold always commands a consid¬
erable premium at Peking.
Meanwhile, thanks to newly discovered

fields and improved methods of mining, the
gold production of the world is steadily
growing, and will progressively increase for
some years to come. The yield for 1895
has been the greatest in history, probably
exceeding 8200,000,000. The United States
alone produced about $50,000,000 of this
total, an increase of $11,000,000 over 1894.

It is estimated that the world's annual
consumption of gold in the arts, chiefly in
the manufacture of jewelry, is somewhere
between $50,000,000 and $60,000,000. Prob¬
ably about $1,500,000 worth of gold coin of
the United States is melted yearly for such
employment. This Government makes fine
gold bars of five ounces and upward for the
use of jewellers and other manufacturers.
Similar bars are turned out by private re¬
fineries. Of such bars $10,000,000 worth
are bought and used in this country every
twelvemonth.
A French authority has figured that at

the end of three centuries froa# now the
cemeteries of the United States will con¬
tain gold to the value of $150,000,000, rep¬
resented by tooth fillings. Every year the
Americans have $500,000 worth of the yel¬
low metal pounded into cavities in their
teeth. All Of this is buried with them
when they die. Some day, perhaps, com¬
panies will be organized to mine the cem¬
eteries and recover the gold secreted In
the jaws of dead ancestors.

Calhoun's Belated Monument.
[Washington' Post.]

Many years ago. about 1850 it waa, the peo¬
ple of South Carolina, out of their intense love
and admiration for their fearless statesmen,
John C. Calhoun, raised the sum of $60,000 to
erect in the city of Charleston a monument that
would testify their appreciation of his genius
and virtues. At the head of the original com¬
mittee of ladles who solicited aid for the
monument fund was Mrs. Snowden, of Charles¬
ton, who had been from her earliest days a
great friend of Calhoun, and there Is a tradi¬
tion that there existed at one time between
them a sentiment far stronger than that of
friendship. Be that as it may, this respected
lady, who was then well along in years dis¬
charged her trust with the utmost fidelity, and
to her the cause seemed eaered.
Before the full amount was raised the war

came on and Mrs. Snowden was forced to leave
Charleston and took up her home in Columbia,
the capital. She had United States bonds to
almost the amount before stated, which formed
the monument fund, and these had been givento her keeping. Of course, she felt uneasy
about them when General Sherman came alongwith his bluecoats, and resorted to the expedi¬
ent of sewing the bonds into her petticoat. But
the war eud-kl and still Mrs. Snowden had her
treasure.
"She is now ninety-six years of age," said

Mr. J. Massev Rhlnd, the New York sculptor,Wjose cunning hand is going to give the Charles-
tonians a noble bronze statue of their idol to
a Post man at the Hotel Page. "She is still
president of the Ladies' Monument Committee
and is as active and enthusiastic about it now
as she was nearly half a century ago. My model
was completed some time ago, and is now in
the hands of the caster. The statue will be
seventeen feet high .and at each corner of the
pedestal stands a bronze palmetto tree It will
occupy a splendid position in Plaza Squareopposite the military college, and will takethe place of a very old statue of Calhoun, that
was never satisfactory to the people."

Germany's Irish Soldiers.
[Berlin Letter in Chicago Record.]

Irishmen in America will be astonished to
learn that the number of German army and
r.avy officers of Irish blood and with Irish
names is quite considerable, as the latest issueof the official Milltar-Rangliste shows. I havecounted three score of O'Gradys. McCarthys,O'Briens, O'Rourkes, O'Byrnes, Sullivans andMeSweeneys among them. On inquiry I learnthat some of these men trace their pedigreeback to some Irish ancestor who did soldier'sservice iu Germany during the thirty years'
war (IG18-48), but that others had Irish fore¬fathers who remained in Germany aft^r the
seven years and the Napoleonic wars. One re¬tired general, O'Byrne commanded the SaxonFirst Regimertt of the Guards during the Franco-German war of 1870. Another retired officer.Major O'Grady, reputed for his good carto-

$630,000,000.
PURE COLD.

to feet

Russia's $630,000,000 Would Make a Cube of Gold Ten by Ten by
Seventeen Feet.

Lheir hoards, and among the poorer classes
a favorite hiding place Is a hole dug be¬
neath the bed. Disused wells are some¬
times employed for the same purpose. It
Is undoubtedly a fabt that many hoards
thus deposited are lost forever. It is es¬
timated that in the Bombay presidencyilone $30,000,000 worth of British sov-
erigns are treasured up, because they bear
the design of St. George and the dragonand are valued on religious grounds. India
's a very religious country, and the godstake up immense quantities of gold, silver

graphic work, has just left the German service
and entered that of Chill with the rank of
colonel.

Another Mrs. Malaprop.
[San Francisco Arsonaut.]

At a meeting In London lately, Lady Henry
Somerset, the great temperance worker, was ab¬
sent through illness. The lady who tooli her
place made this kindly bat unexpected explana¬
tion: ..Dear Lady Henry has been overworked,
and we must, of course, lie carefal not to kill
the goose that lays the golden eggs."

North Pole
Wobbling.

New York City May Dis
appear Under Polar

Ice and Snow,

All Kinds of Queer Things Are
Likely to Happen as

a Result

The Parallels of Latitude Are Con¬
stantly Changing Instead

of Standing Still.

THE EARTH'S CRUST IS TO BLAME.

It Shifts About Like a Badly Fitting Coat,
and Would Make Us Seasick

if We Knew Enough to

Feel It.

The North Pole Is wobbling.
This alarming state of affairs has been

discovered only recently by scientists.
Knowledge of it gives a certain sense of

Insecurity. Suppose that the Pole should
get to wobbling more and more. The peo¬
ple on the planet might all become sea¬

sick. Besides, if it moves about, what use

Is there In exploring expeditions for the
purpose of locating it?
What seems to concern ourselves most

about the sun. Hence must follow a con-
tiuual change in the position of the North
Pole and a shifting of latitudes all over
the world. Necessarily, the South Pole ex¬
hibits a similar phenomenon.

If the axis of the earth be considered as
a pointer, the point in the sky to which its
north end is directed is continually chang¬
ing. At present it points pretty near to
Polaris, which is commonly called the Pole
Star. But Polaris will not always be the
Pole Star, for the reason mentioned. In
these days Polaris Is getting nearer and
nearer into line with the axis of the earth-
that is to say, it Is steadily becoming more
truly the Pole Star. In the year 2000 the
axis will point almost exactly at it. i. e.,
within half of a degree. After that it will
slowly depart from It and point farther and
farther away.
Thus twenty centuries hence Polaris will

be so far out of line as to be of no use to
navigators as indicating the direction of
the north. In other words, It will no longer
be the Pole Star. Will any other star take
its place then? Most certainly, yes. On
any clear night in Summer we may see al¬
most directly overhead in the sky a bright
star that is known to astronomers as Vega,
or Alpha Lyrae. This will be the Pole Star
In the thirty-ninth century.
In several of the Egyptian pyramids have

been found tuuuels wliich for some time
were a puzzle to archaeologists. They
pointed directly toward the north, and it
was surmised that they were intended orig¬
inally for astronomical observations. If
they bad pointed at Polaris the conclusion
might have been jumped at that they were
designed for ob3ex-ving the North Star. But
they did not, and, any way, such a notion
would have been absurd, inasmuch as Po¬
laris was not the North Star at the time
when the pyramids were built. The next
thing to determine, obviously, was what
star must have been the North Star forty
centuries ago. Easy calculation proved that
the North Star then was Alpha Draconis.
It was in those days the nearest bright star
to the North Pole in the sky, and the tun¬
nels were at such an inclination that it
would have been visible then from the
lower ends of these passages. From the
lower end of such a tunnel the stars may
be seen in the daytime, just as from the
bottom of a deep well. Doubtless the
passages were constructed for the purpose
of observing transits of the Pole Star.
The North Pole in the sky.that is. the

point at which the axis of the earth is

Death Is
Welcomed

Annihilation Is Preferable to
Imprisonment in the

Erzeroum.

The Modern Inferno Where the
Sultan's Victims Rot in

Torment.

Inoffensive Armenians, for the Most
Part, Their Moans and Shrieks

Cry to Heaven.

DEATH IN A SPEAR-LADEN PIT.

Starvation and Filth Are Not the Worst
Horrors Encountered in This Place,

Where Torture Is Made a

Scientific Study.
Ask any Armenian in Turkey who has

survived the massacres, and who is still
dally in fear of his life, to choose between
being slain by the brutal Kurds or the Sul¬
tan's henchmen, and being Incarcerated in
the Stamboul or Erzeroum gaol, and he will
tell you that he would a thousand times
rather be impaled on the bayonets of the
bloodthirsty soldiers.
In this modern Inferno the dying groans

of thousands of unfortunate Christians

How the World May Look When She Has Wobbled Clean Over with New York as a Pole.

particularly Is that this wobbling of the
Pole causes corresponding changes in the
parallels of latitude. To-day New York is
not in exactly the same latitude as it was

last month or as it will be next month.
We Imagine that we are steady, but in
reality we are bobbing about. Under such
circumstances it Is a great comfort to
know that, though the discovery is so new,
the earth has been acting in this peculiar
fashion for an indefinite number of cen¬
turies.
Suppose that the wicked Pharaoh of

the Oppression, whose mummy was dug
up in Egypt not long ago, had sent an

expedition for the purpose of finding the
North Pole. Let it be imagined that (he
goal was reached, and that a post was

driven to mark the precise location of It.
Would the explorer Nansen, if successful
In the attempt in which he Is now engaged,
find the Pole In the same spot or in a dif¬
ferent position from where it was dis¬
covered 3,500 years ago? The answer is
Yes, practically. It is a certainty that a

big New York building occupies an area
sutiiciently great to cover the holes that
would be made by all the posts that might
be driven to mark the precise sites of the
North Pole 011 the earth for the last
20,000 years, and very likely for 200,000
years.
This is consoling, truly.to know that the

wobbling of the Pole is only a part of the
regular business of the earth, aud that it
does not do any harm. In the Paiaeocrys-
tic Ocean, which Arctic travellers have
described, where masses of Ice lie packed
together in wildest confusion, lies this
geographical point which has been the ob¬
ject of so much speculation. From a given
centre suppose a circle to be drawn with
a radius of thirty feet. In this circumfer¬
ence the Pole is always to te found. In
fact, it traces the circle by its own move¬
ment, requiring a period of 427 days to
complete the circuit.
That does not seem very Important, but

It Is. Astronomers in their calculations
are now obliged to take Into consideration
the fact that the latitudes from which their
observations are made are constantly shift¬
ing. So accurate are the measurements
which they make by the aid of the stars that
a change of twenty feet in the position of
the Pole is appreciable* New York is more
than 2,000 miles from the Pole, and yet, if
the latter moved by only so much as the
width of Broadway, the fact would be per¬
ceptible here. A shift of sixty feet would
be a conspicuous alteration remarked in
every observatory provided with good mod¬
ern instruments.
New as this discovery Is. astronomers

have succeeded in tracking the Pole In its
movements for more than a century back
by examining records of past observations.
When the North Pole wobbles over toward
Europe, it must become more distant from
points on the other side of the globe, as. for
example, the Hawaiian Islands. Thus,
when observers in Europe find that they are
nearer to the Pole, star gazers In the Ha¬
waiian Islands ought to make out that they
are further away. This, in fact, is the case,
and vice versa, the observations Invariably
confirming each other and thus furnishing
a practical proof of the theory. Certainly
it is wonderful that a point on the earth's
surface that has never been approached
within 400 miles should be so well known,
Its location being established within an area
equal to that of a fair-sized modern dotwing
room.
What a remarkable locality this is, to be

sure.from which every other point on the
eartli lies due south! After all. It Is not
at all impossible that human beings who
lived before the great Ice Age may have
come much nearer to it than modern ex¬
plorers. inasmuch as the Arctic climate In
those days was very warm. How strange
It would seem to stand within that magic
circle of sixty feet In diameter, at the north
end of the axis of the globe! One would
behold there no rising nor setting of the
stars, the latter moving in concentric circles
directly overhead. In midsummer the sun
would be seen revolving around the heav¬
ens, instead of travelling across the sky,
remaining at the same elevation above the
horizon for a few days, and then slowly be¬
ginning to wend its way downward In a
spiral. Finally it would disappear alto¬
gether, though for many days afterward a

twilight glow would travel around, ever get¬
ting less and less until at last it vanished.
Then for months there would be the total
darkness of Winter, only the stars and an
occasional aurora rendering the surrounding
desolation visible.
Now, what is it that causes the strange

wobbling of the North Pole?
One might suppose that It implied a shift¬

ing of the axis of the earth. But such is
not the case. The wobble is duo to a shift¬
ing of the crust of the Riobe. The big
spheroid on which we dwell is not quite
such a solid and rigid body as is popularly
conceived. The shell that forms Its envel¬
ope is elastic. The slipping is occasioned by
centrifugal force, as the earth revolves

directed.is continually travelling in a gi-
gjyitic circle. To complete the circle thus
described requires about 25,000 years. Thus
25,000 years hence the North Pole in the
sky will be in the same celestial neighbor¬
hood as now, having in the meantime tra¬
versed a mighty circuit through the con¬
stellations. Then Polaris will again become
the Pole Star for a while. The movement
of the North Pole in the sky is so conspicu¬
ous that it was detected long before the
invention of accurate astronomical instru¬
ments. It was discovered by Hipparchus,
a Greek observer, in 120 B. C. Of course,
the bright stars which serve successively
as the Pole Star around the immense circle

referred to are themselves gigantic suns.
Alpha Lyrae, for example, is a sun many
times larger than that about which the
planets of the solar system revolve.

Accommodating Magistrate.
[Philadelphia Record.]

The local magistrate, who distinguished him¬
self some time ago by giving a hearing upon
the public street to a couple of prisoners who
had been brought to his house while he was at
dinner, recently did a somewhat similar turn
to two other offenders. On Saturday two men
were arrested by the Sixteenth District Police
for a slight breach of the peace. They were
willing to pay their fines and wanted to be re¬
leased at once. Thpy were accordingly bundled
into the patrol wagon and driven to the magis¬
trate's residence. There the patrol sergeant
learned that the "Judge" was attending divine
services at a church some squares distant from
the house. They drove to the church, and one
of the patrolmen went in and quietly called the
Judge outside. The latter went out to the
wagon and proceeded at once to open court.
The patrol sergeant testified to the nature of
the offence for which the men had been ar¬
rested. The magistrate inflicted the usual fine
upon them. They paid up promptly and were
discharged, and the Judge went back to his in¬
terrupted devotions.

Gold Strangely Hidden.
[Indianapolis Dispatch to Chicago Times-Herald,!
Following the death of Henry Rodewald, a

prosperous grocer of this city, it became neces¬

sary to appraise fcis personal property. Among
his effects was a rickety old table, standing in
an unused corner. The appraiser placed its
value at 10 cents and it. was thrown aside.
Curiosity afterward led him to open the drawer
in the table, and he found therein a package
containing §1,700 in gold. Further appraise¬
ment has been postponed until a careful investi¬
gation can be made of every bit of portable
property belonging to the estate-

have been stifled by murderous hands.
Should Incarceration be the only punish¬
ment, no prisoner could live more than a
year in one of these dungeons, reeking
with deadly fevers and malarial poisons.
Prisoners condemned to death hail with

delight the advent of the day when their
sentence shall be executed. Alost of the
narrow cells are deep down under the
earth, where it is impossible for the sun to
penetrate. The greater portion of the
stories above the earth are comfortably

efl without destroying life. Escaped con¬
victs and Armenians assert that not all
the prisoners who have been executed in
Erzeroum have been beheaded or strangled
with cords (the Turkish modes of capital
punishment), but that the.v have seen some
of them thrown into a gaping shaft, which
was filled with sharp spears, upon which
the victims were impaled.
The blood-curdling cries and groans of

poor wretches who were not pierced in a
vital point by one of the spears would
keep the prisoners whose cells adjoined
this place of torture awake all night.
Death in their case came horribly.through
sheer exhaustion and starvation.
Were it not that the stench would be

unbearable to the inmates of the upper
parts of the prison, the men wrould be al¬
lowed to perish and rot in* their under¬
ground dungeons. Each tier is perfunc¬
torily cleaned out daily by its respective
prisoners, after which they are allowed
an hour's airing in the spacious yards,
Jealously guarded by the soldiers.
Erzeroum is but a sample of what Turk¬

ish prisons are under Turkish rule. There
are some now under English rule. One of
these on the island of Cyprus was visited
by an Englishman a short time ago. Here
is what he wrote of it:
"The average Turkish prison has nearly

six hundred inhabitants. Among them are
malefactors of every dye: Murderers, rob¬
bers, political prisoners and forgotten sus¬
pects. I have seen not a few horrible
sights. I have ridden across a battlefield
on which lay flve-and-thlrty thousand dead
and dying soldiers; I have seen a whole
field full of famiue-stricken miserables; I
have frequented the pest houses of Metz
after the siege, where lny neglected the
wretched victims of black smallpox and
spotted typhus; I have trodden the corri¬
dors of the Grand Hotel of Paris, heartsick
because of the fetid effluvium from slough¬ing wounds and hospital gangrene; I have
seen the bodies of men who have been
roasted alive; I have been in a cholera hos¬
pital, but never have I witnessed a more
noisome spectacle than that which the
foul Turkish prison dungeons afford.
"Yet the Turks seem to accept it as a

matter of course. I entered the Konak, and
a Turkish officer with a polite bow asked
me if I cared to see the prison, much in
the tone that the Warden at Holyrood asks
the tourists if he has a mind to see QueenMary's room. I assented, and he handed
me over to a little, bow-legged fellow, who
sat outside a wicket gate in a palisadingthat ran across the courtyard of the
Konak.
"Dante might have visited this pandemo¬nium to gain ideas for his description of the

Inferno, but the Turks are not blessed with
sentiment, and there is no inscription on the
gate. Passing through the wicket one en¬
tered a narrow courtyard, surrounded on
three sides by gloomy walls, broken byheavily barred windows, with here and
there a strong wooden door. From under
each door oozed a gutter of inexpressiblefilth, the rotted sewage of the loathsome
dungeon inside. I was at once surrounded
by a horde of prisoners of villainous as¬
pect, ail, or nearly all, manacled In the mostcuriously diverse fashion.
"Some wore a heavy chain, one end of

which was fastened to a clumsily massive
shackle around the ankle, the other tied uparound the waist. Others merely wore this
grim anklet, with no chain attached. Yet
others had a huge link fastened to the ank¬
let, whi^h was worn against the outside of

.be and fastened into position by a
leather garter. These we're the "liberty"
men to whom so much favor is accorded bv
reason of long imprisonment coupled with
/rood conduct.Wild are not huddled Into the
dungeon, but are allowed to loaf out here In
..ii" courtyard.
"A long, gloomy passage opened out of one

end of the courtyard; and this I entered en¬compassed by the concourse of villains and
with no other escort than the little bow-
legged warden of the sate. Into this pas¬
sage looked several barred windows, and
behind the bars were glowered and strained
the close set faces of the more dangerousprisoners.
"What ruffianly faces most of them were!Faces the expression of which.wolfish,ferocious, hungry for blood, sardonic, utter¬

ly devilish.made the flesh creep. With
every movement there was the clank of
chains, for every man wore fetters. The
expression, 'hugging his chains,' I have
hitherto regarded as a mere allegorical
figure of speech, but now I was to see the
literal reality. The crowd around the win¬
dow gave back, and there approached a
tall, stalwart figure somewhat bowed down
by some heavy burden that he carried in
his arms. He stopped and laid his burden
down, and then stood erect.a Hercules of
a man with a face out of which everythinghuman save the mere lineaments was
erased.
"And what, think you, was his burden?

It consisted of a mass of heavy iron links,
knotted up into a great clump aud fastened

Elephants
as Bowlers

Hurling the Balls with Their
Trunks for " Strikes"

and "Spares."
Dumb Brutes Who Rival Human

Experts in the Ten Pin
Game.

The Phenomenal Achievement of
Trainers in the Berlin Winter

Garden.

ANTON AS PITCHER AND "MASHER."

A Big Fellow Who Often Makes a

"Strike," Seldom a Miss, and
Ends Up by Courting a Lady

Rhinoceros.

Berlin, Dec. 25..A phenomenal achieve¬
ment in animal training must be credit¬
ed to the experts of the Berlin Winter
Garden, where large crowds are privileged
to witness every night an interesting game
of ten pins played by elephants.
The antics of the dumb players pro¬

voke hilarious laughter. The champion
roller thus far is Berlin's favorite ele¬
phant, upon whom the plebeian name of
Anton was imposed some two years ago
when he became a German citizen. His
score sometimes reaches 200, which is not
often beaten by human players. His keeper
talks of matching him with bowling ex¬

perts for the world's championship.
The ball is of course manipulated by

the trunk, with which the elephant seems

to be able to pitch with wpnderful dexter¬
ity. Two elephants, "the boys," are sta¬
tioned near the ten pins at the lower end
of the alley. They throw the balls back
through the chute as soon as the marker
has chalked the score on the blackboard.
Another thick-skinned "boy" replaces the
pin3 in order. The latter is careful not to
touch the pins until the marker has done
his work.
Anton very often makes a "strike" when

his turn comes; that is, he knocks all the
pins down on the first roll. The other
players feel happy when they can make
a "spare."
The trainers have great difficulty in mak¬

ing the elephants give up their position so

long as any pins are left standing. They
will stand and stamp near the chute, clam¬
oring for more balls with which to knock
down the remaining pins. It is hard to
drive the all-absorbing thought from their
minds that the aim of the game is to keep
on rolling until all the pins have been
thrown over. The keepei-s, on the other
hand, are bent on teaching them how to
roll with effect during the two chances al¬
lowed them.
In case of a miss*the throwers feel the

disappointment fully as keenly as the au¬
dience.
There is much jealousy between the

players, and all feel sore toward Anton,
who seems not to care, as he is a big fel¬
low, and knows that he can "lick" the
crowd. While the others are throwing he
walks over to Miss Begum, a female
rhinoceros, whose pen adjoins the bowl¬
ing alley. The courtship between these
two brutes seems to afford as much pleas¬
ure to the visitors as the bowling game.
Miss Begum has a habit of standing per¬
fectly motionless for hours at a time, but
as s^on as Anton swings his trunk over
the six-foot fence there is a languid turn¬
ing of the bulky head and a noticeable
recognition in the little "piggy" eyes.

It requires great winking and squinting
and trunk coaxing on the part ot Anton
to induce much response from the phleg¬
matic coquette, who, however, finally suc¬
cumbs to the proboscical influence.
After the courting Anton seems more en-

The Elephants Making Ten Strikes.
(Sketched from life.)

equipped for the warden, prison officers and
soldiers.
As a rule the Erzeroum prison, is over¬

crowded. Often men are compelled to
stand up most of the night against the
dirty, slimy walls of their cells, exchanging
sleeping places with their fellow prisoners
on the cold, bare floor.
Half the Erzeroum prisoners are not

criminals, but inoffensive Armenians. As
an example of the pretexts under which
these unfortunate wretches are arrested
and imprisoned may be quoted the case of
a Protestant tutor who received a seven
years' sentence for having permitted one
of his pupils to sing a song which was re¬
garded as of a seditious nature by the
authorities.
As regards the actual criminals, these

jails are simply places of detention. Tur¬
key does not regard them as reformatory
institutions, but simply as places where
prisoners or convicts may be kept more or
less securely.
No attempt is ever made to reform a

criminal. The result of such a deplorable,
system is that Turkish convicts, after be¬
ing released, are more hardened in crime
than when first convicted.
The food in the Erzeroum prison consists

of two pounds of black bread a day foi
each inmate, with as much of the pol¬
luted water as he may choose to drink. If
a prisoner has friends he may receive a
food supplv from them, but if not he may
starve to death for all the Sultan cares.
This accounts for the numerous sucides
that are reported and of the many that
are not reported, as there is no such thing
as accurate prison statistics in Turkey.

Prisoners who have managed to escape
snv that 110 conception can be formed of
the horrible cnpeltles practised by the
keepers', of Eriseroum. Torture in this
prison is a science. It seems to be the de¬
light of these brutes to inflict the most ex¬

cruciating agonies on their charges to find
out exactly bow much pain can be inflict-

to the man's ankles. Its weight was eighty
okes, or one hundred pounds. When he
unravelled It and stretched It out on the
ground I saw that It was about fifteen feet
long and resembled in the massiveness of
Its links the chain cable of a trading
schooner."

Hears Mysterious Voice*.
[Webster City (la.) Dispatch to Chicago Times-

Herald.]
A weird story corns'^ by a private letter from

California, concerning airs. W. B. Stone, in San
Jose, Cal.. who hears voices which she cannot
account for in any way. They are more distinct
than the voices from a telephone, and when
she has heard a voice once she can always dis¬
tinguish it again. The sounds come to her
clearly, but as If from a great distance. She
professes to be startled at times from the
character of the information which is imparted
to her concerning her own family, and it Is
a truth which has been noted that so far the
predictions for the future which have been made
by the voices have always come true. Her
fr-lmds in this city are amazed at her peculiar
powers.

Iutt'liiK'cnee ia Trees.
[Grand Rapids Dispatch to Chicago Times-

Herald.]
R. M. Kellogg, of Ionia County, one of the

most successful fruit growers In western Michi¬
gan. and secretary of the West Michigan Horti¬
cultural Society, believes that a tree has its
likes and dislikes; that it kuows its l'riends and
its enemies when they approach, and has a high
degree of intelligence generally. He believs
trees are as alive to their surroundings as an¬
imals, and that their sensibilities must be
touched to gain the iK'st results. He has made
a lifelong sludy of fruit trees and fruit grow¬
ing. He exploited his theory at the joint con¬
vention of Webiirn Michigan horticultural so¬
cieties in this city last week. His position was
not controverted b7 any in attendance, and
many asreed with h.m.

couraged, especially so long as Miss Be¬
gum remains an interested spectator.

A Mother's Love.
[Youth's Companion.]

It is said that the Hon. Samuel Galloway, ot
Columbus, O., was one of the plainest men ever
known in the State. He told many stories
relative to his own personal ugliness of face
wnh great good humor.
One which he often related with much relish

was that jof the remark made by the little
daughter of a friend in another city with whom
he was dining.
"Mamma," he heard the child say in an awe¬

struck whisper, after a prolonged survey of the
peculiar features of the guest, "that gentle¬man's mamma must have loved children mightywell."
"Why so, nay dear?" inquired the unsuspect¬

ing parent.
"Oh," returned the child in the same audible

whisper, "cause she raised him!"

A Mother's Itetort.
[Ram's Horn.]

Dr. Breekenridge, a well-known America*
clergyman, and his two brothers, also of the
samo profession, one day paid a visit to their
mother.
"Do yon not think, mother," said he, "that

you ruled us with too rigid a rod in our boy¬
hood? It would have been better, I think, had
you used gentler methods." /
The old lady straightened up and said: "Well,

William, when you have raised up three as good
preachers as I have, then you can talkl'V

Another Unman Anecdote.
[¦San Francisco Argonaut.]

Dumas the elder had a good deal of the Africa!
in his. appearance, and he had to no small degree
the love of show common to that race. Re¬
ferring to the latter trait, Alexandre Dumas
fils made the remark: "Sly father is so vain
and so fond of display that he Would ride be¬
hind his own coach to make people believe that
he keeps a colored footmen.


